Color: Theory and Practice - July 13 - 31

Graydon Parrish

This workshop will introduce the concept of Rational Color.  Many have thought color intuitive and unable to be learned.  However, though analysis, testing and practice, many aspect of color can be learned and even mastered.  To understand color rationally, we will use the color notation created by Albert Munsell for reference.  At the beginning of the last century, Munsell created a system to describe color in simple terms, a system widely used today in other fields outside of fine art.

I have developed a number of practical exercises based on Munsell's theories, including a color wheel, where ones favorite colors can be plotted, and the rendering of geometric solids, particularly the sphere.  When color is understood both visually and conceptually, flatly and in 3-D, one quickly realizes that there is a seemingly unlimited number of ways to approach modeling and design.  So, to this end, we will begin by studying values, what creates neutrals and how values can be predicted.  Then, chroma or intensity, a rarely understood aspect of color, will be studied in depth.  Many things in nature are, in fact, lower in chroma that we think, particularly flesh.  Finally, there is hue, what most think of when discussing color.  I will clear up confusing terms which plague the understanding of hues.  Each of these elements, value, chroma and hue, will be studied independently, then together as an ensemble, in order to create color palettes which solve complex problems.

By the end of the class, each student should be able to mix every color available in oil paint.  She will understand which color are essential and which are superfluous.  Permanency and paint quality will figure as well.  He will learn about under-paintings, after images, colored shadows and how to paint from notes and memory.  This class will pave to road to future innovations, achieved through observation, reason and deduction.

Required for the Course.    Note:  Please do not glue the chips in place until the course.  The New Munsell Student Color Set (Ring-bound) by Joy Turner Luke.

Supplies for each student to bring:

One 18 by 18 board or masonite for making a color wheel

One  18 by  24 canvas or panel

Several small canvases or panels for studies.   10 by 12 is fine.   Three or four is sufficient.

Three paint stick for making gray scales, chroma scales and hue scales.

Color list.   One can purchase these in NYC if not already owned:

Titanium White

Ivory Black

Burnt Umber

Burnt Sienna

Yellow Ochre

Alizarin Crimson  Permanent

Quinacridone Red

Perelyn Red

Napthol Red

Cadmium Orange

Cadmium Lemon

Pthalo Green Yellow Shade

Pthalo Blue

Ultramarine Blue

Dioxazine Purple

Manganese Violet

Quinacridone Rose

Additional Colors that each artist uses or is curious about can also be brought to the class.   Plus, artists can share paints.   I will bring other needed colors.  The GCA will supply wooden spheres, geometrical casts, etc.

